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At the Monthly Meeting of the Coleford Town Council held at the Town House, Lords

Hill Walk, Coleford on Tuesday 28 October 2014 at 7.00 pm there were present:

Councillors
     Mr P Kay
    (Mayor) 


Mr N Penny (Deputy Mayor)

Mr
C Elsmore

Mrs E Elsmore 

Mrs J Morgan 
Mrs N Holloway 
Mr R Drury

Mr G Prosser

Mr S Cox

Mr I Baird

Also present were County and District Cllr Paul McMahon and a member of the press.
Public Forum
Cllr C Elsmore had an enquiry about someone wanting to abseil down the clock tower.  The Clerk said that they would do this at their own risk but would also need to have insurance in case they damaged the clock faces. They would need to write to the Town Council with the full information to obtain permission. 
The Public Forum closed at 7.02
138. Apologies were noted from Cllrs Atherley, C Morgan & Merrikin.
PC Dix & PCSO Nick Jones also sent their apologies. 
139. Declaration of Interest

There were no declarations of interest. 

140. To allow dispensation requests 

There were no dispensation requests.
141. To approve the minutes of 30 September 14 and 9 October 14
The minutes of the meetings held on 30 September and 9 October were noted and it was proposed that they be approved. 

Proposed: Cllr N Penny  

Seconded: Cllr J Morgan
On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.

142. To raise matters arising from the meetings of 30 September and 9 October 2014
There were no matters arising.
143. To hear the report from the Police.

PC Dix was unable to attend and PSO Nick Jones had been called to an incident. Attached are the crime figures for the month. 
144. To note reports from District & County Cllrs (for information only) 
County & District County Paul McMahon thanked Cllr J Morgan for her fund raising for Action for Children. 

Cllr McMahon spoke regarding the Care Act 2015 which comes into force in the near future and has a significant impact on the cost of elderly care. Attached is further information. 
Cllr McMahon listed all payments he has agreed from his Active together Fund.

Forest of Dean Children’s Opportunity Centre - £7500

Coalway Early Years


           £6448

FoD Walk for Health Group


£1000

Broadwell Girls Football Team


£500

Glos College Peru Research Expedition

£1000

Coleford Town Council KGV Project

£10000

Broadwell War Memorial Hall


£3000

Artspace





£1000
A reminder that Cemetery Sunday is Sunday 2 November with a concert at the Baptist Chapel on 8 November in aid of the British Legion, followed by Remembrance Sunday 9 November and Remembrance Service on the Clock Tower on 11 November. 
Cllr C Elsmore stated that the main focus at District Council were the problems in planning raised by the recent loss of appeals. He confirmed that each new planning appeal will be considered on its own merits and dealt with accordingly.  Cllr McMahon added that so far the District Council have spent £354000 and rising on lost appeals.

Cllr Elsmore attended a GCC Highways Development meeting on the 24 October, they want to collate what parishes and counties want in the area. 
District Councillor Cllr C Elsmore attended:

2 Oct



Community Scrutiny 

6 Oct
 

Forest Routes
13 Oct


Forward Planning
14 Oct


Standards Board
16 Oct


Cabinet
22 Oct


Member Development
23 Oct


Full Council

24 Oct


GCC Highways Development

27 Oct


Planning Policy

145. To agree payments (see attached)

It was proposed that the payments be made. 

Proposed: Cllr N Penny

Seconded:
Cllr N Holloway
On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.
146. To agree petty cash payments (see attached)
It was proposed that the payments be agreed. 

Proposed: Cllr N Penny

Seconded:
Cllr N Holloway
On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.
147. To note the cash book and reconciliation report (see attached)
The cash book and reconciliation report was noted. 

148. To note the monthly budget figures (see attached) 
The monthly budget figures were noted. 

149. To agree the Annual Risk Assessment
The risk assessment was done this month by Cllrs C Elsmore and Cox working with the Clerk.  The Clerk asked if the stones in the cemetery which had been laid down as they were unsafe could be removed.  As they had been identified as unsafe the insurance would not pay out in the event of a claim.  Cllr Kay proposed this be deferred to the next burials meeting. 





Proposed: Cllr P Kay 

Seconded:
Cllr N Penny

On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.
This was against the advice of the Clerk. 
150. To agree to campaign for November 11 to be a National Bank Holiday
Cllr Kay suggested that as a Council we write to the 3 main political parties to ask that 11 November be a bank holiday to commemorate the end of the War.  This would put us in line with the rest of Europe.   Berry Hill School have written letters to the Prime Minister support this.





Proposed: Cllr P Kay 

Seconded:
Cllr N Penny

With an amendment from Cllr N Holloway that a petition be done and sent with the letters.  

On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.
Cllr McMahon said that the poopy appeal was starting at 10.30 Saturday and the petition could coincide with this.  That the other towns be contacted and that the letters and petition go through the District and County Council. 
151. To be notified of the adoption of the updated Financial Regulation included in the review of CTC Standing Orders
The Clerk asked that all Cllrs read the Standing Orders and if anyone has any amendments or alterations  (except the ones in bold which are statutory requirements) that they make her aware before the agenda is set for the next Full Council and they can then be debated at that meeting. If no amendments are suggested Standing Orders will be adopted at the next meeting
152. To agree the recommendations of Events & Marketing Committee
Cllr Penny read out the recommendations, and thanked Cllr C Morgan for her work on the Notice Boards.  Item 8 will be completed in this financial year. 
All the items were taken en mass





Proposed: Cllr N Penny

Seconded:
Cllr N Holloway  
On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.

The working party have met weekly and now have the keys to the container, which holds the lights.  The intention is to down light the clock tower, a tree with lights on and a string of lights around the central pedestrian area. All the shops have been notified about a window decoration competition and first second and third cups will be awarded.  Two artists have been employed to help St Johns and Coalway School to make lanterns.  The other schools have been contacted and offered LED lights for small lanterns they can make.  There will be a procession into town with music cumulating in the lights being switched on.  With a stage and live music until around 8ish.  Thanks to Cllr Drury for putting us in touch with the artists.   The theme for the procession will be Angels and Stars.  The event will be on the 5 December and Newent Town Council have offered their services for putting up the lights.  The NDP bus will be in town.  On the 27 November there will be a Christmas market with stalls in Mushet Place and a brass band and choir playing.
Cllr Kay asked if any Cllrs could give up a few hours next week to test bulbs. 

153. To agree to the recommendations of the Public Safety Committee
Cllr Kay read out the recommendations.  A request will be made for Item 6 to be funded from Cllr McMahons Highways money and not the Activities money.

All items were taken en mass






Proposed: Cllr G Prosser

Seconded:
Cllr J Morgan  
On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.

154. To agree to the recommendations of the Burial Committee   

Cllr J Morgan read out the recommendations.  Item 5: some confusion had arisen regarding the size of the lych gate, but it was decided that the gate should remain at 8ft by 6ft as quoted to prevent any further costs. 

Item 8: The topple testing has been agreed for the 3 November 

All the items were taken en mass





Proposed: Cllr N Penny

Seconded:
Cllr N Holloway  
On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.

155. To agree to the recommendations of the Amenities Committee (14 & 23 Oct) 

Cllr Holloway read out the recommendations.  Item 7: Bellinger Design had a meeting with the Council on 23 October.  The B Grade building has been made available for use and the discussion has been emailed to all councillors.  The consultation will also go on the NDP bus.  It was suggested that the recommendation was taken, on the proviso that the costing’s are no more than £2000.  Item 8:  The Kings Head has currently been rented out to a recycling charity that are helping people engaging with the community.

All items were taken en masse 





Proposed: Cllr J Morgan

Seconded:
Cllr N Penny

On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously

156. To agree the recommendations of the Finance and Office Committee
Cllr Kay read out the recommendations.  Item 7:  A detailed email had been received from Coleford Reading Group explaining their banking arrangements and Cllr Penny recommended the grant be given.

All items were taken en masse





Proposed: Cllr J Morgan

Seconded:
Cllr N Penny

On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously
157. To note the decision of the Planning Committee

The minutes of the 30 September and 14 October were noted. 
158. To note the minutes of and hear report from the NDP Steering Group

The minutes of 3 September were noted 
159. To note the Clerks Report (for information only)

The clerks report was noted. 
160. To note reports from members

Cllr P Kay - The Mayor attended:
1    Oct  
CCTV at KGV
3    Oct
SVDA

5    Oct
Opened Forest showcase Speech House

9    Oct
KGV with Insite Portable Accommodation 

15  Oct
Bells re Civic Dinner

19  Oct
Service Baptist Chapel Coleford

21  Oct
Coleford Traders Christmas Display

22  Oct   
Coleford Traders Christmas Display
24  Oct
Forest Routes

25  Oct
Kevin Wilkins Christmas Lights

25  Oct
Forest Faddle

26  Oct
Christmas Lights Containers

26  Oct
Delivering Letters in Victoria Road

Plus weekly Christmas Lights working group meetings 

Cllr N Penny - The Deputy Mayor attended:
13  Oct
Forest Youth Workers AGM – a decision was taken at the meeting to disband the network from the 31 March 2015 and close the charity. Much praise to Jane and Graham.

26  Oct
Christmas Lights containers 

Plus weekly working lights committee group meetings and meetings with suppliers regarding Coleford Christmas Lights.
Cllr N Holloway 
26 Oct Christmas Lights Containers

Plus weekly working Lights committee group meetings.  Bells Field Meeting and time spent regarding the Christmas Eve Event.  

Cllr G Prosser 
5   Oct

Forest Showcase Speech House
21 Oct

Site Visit Lower Lane Development 
Cllr R Drury said that on the 5 November there is a HOOF event at Mallards Pike at 5.30 with regard to the Infrastructure Bill. The Coleford news project has launched a website and they are going to do links to other sites.  
Cllr S Cox has compiled a 70 page information book regarding Coleford.  This is to be referred to amenities.  Cllr Co [played tithe guitar at the Forestry Care for pensioners, helping them with information. 
15  Oct 
Risk Assessment Town Council

Cllr I Baird 

8   Oct 
  NDP Workshop
15 Oct

  NDP Steering Group

21 Oct

  Site Visit Lower Lane Development 

Cllr Baird would like to thank Marilyn Cox for all the work she has done on the NDP boards.
Cllr E Elsmore
5  Oct

Forest Showcase Speech House
7  Oct 

Area Health Forum – speaker re hypnosis
10 Oct

Health Centre Drs Surgery re Patient Participation

15 Oct

NDP Steering Group

Cllr C Elsmore
5  Oct


Forest Showcase Speech House
6  Oct 

Meeting at Faringdon NDP (GMTF)

10 Oct

Health Centre Drs Surgery re Patient Participation

15 Oct

NDP Steering Group
21 Oct

Site Visit Lower Lane Development 

Cllr Elsmore found the trip very useful with regard to the Tourist Information they run.  Over a period of time the information centre is costing very little to provide an excellent service, which has become popular and efficient for the town.

The Coleford Area Partnership AGM is on 6 November. 

161 To note correspondence (see attached list)

The letter from FoDDC regarding election charges was looked at and Cllr Kay proposed that the Clerk contact the other 4 Towns to see what the feeling is, and will also seek clarification regarding the charges.  The Mayor will speak with the other Mayors.

The meeting closed at 8.53
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